
Why we need a family aquatic park

Several years ago a generous local 
resident committed $1 million for 
Nacogdoches to build a family aquatic 
park. Good efforts were made to raise an 
additional $5 million required to build the 
project, but the economy worsened and 
the effort failed. City officials recognized 
there was a need for the project and began 
to look for alternatives. The city did not 
then, and does not now, have the financial 
resources to build an aquatic park without 
the help of community contributions.

In the economic times we face, many 
cities are turning to public-private 
partnerships (the 3 Ps) to provide 
community services that are otherwise 
unavailable. After seeking advice from 
private experts who own and operate 
aquatic parks, the city began a dialogue 
with Johnny Blevins, the owner and 
operator of several successful water parks, 
including the one in Canton. Mr. Blevins 
agreed that if the citizens of Nacogdoches 
would partner with him, he would build 
a facility in our town. If the community 
would provide $2.3 million he committed 
to invest $4 million of his own capital to 
make the aquatic park a reality. The original 
donor was pleased with the possible 

investment, and others have stepped up 
to provide an additional $700,000. The 
city will provide the land, located near the 
corner of Park Street and University Drive. 
With an additional $600,000, we will have 
an aquatic park with the arrival of summer 
in 2015.

Over the years Nacogdoches leaders have 
been erroneously criticized for not wanting 
to see us grow. Bottom line, without growth 
we will struggle to maintain what we have. 
I believe that this community as a whole 
wants growth, wants to build a place where 
people outside our boundaries will come 
and spend time, eat at our restaurants, shop 
in our retail stores, stay in our hotels and 
leave saying, “Boy, there sure is a lot to do 
in that community.” We will be a growing, 
more prosperous town that our people are 
proud of and are glad to raise their families 
in, where jobs are provided and, in general, 
the quality of life is the best there is to be 
found.

Let’s build this park. Let’s build for the 
future.

Judy McDonald is president of the 
Nacogdoches Economic Development 
Corporation.
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